
Identify the root

Identify the 3rd

# 3rd
(4 half-steps
above root)

i.e. major 3rd

b 3rd
(3 half-steps
above root)

i.e. minor 3rd

Major
sounding
modality

Minor
sounding
modality

Find the 7th Find the 6th

# 7th
(half-step

below octave)

b 7th
(whole step

below octave)

b 6th
(half-step
above 5th)

# 6th
(whole step
above 5th)

Major
(Ionian)

Dorian Minor
(Aeolian)

A Dichotomous Key for Identifying
Modalities in Celtic Music

(a key key)

Mixolydian


